WE SORT FOR CONVENIENCE

The Raven Recycling Society offers a “we-sort” service to our valued customers.

If a member of the public has a lot of refundable containers all mixed together, they can be dropped off at Raven.

A receipt will be issued, and the Raven staff will do the sorting and counting. 

Depending on how busy the staff are, this could take a few hours, but Raven will ‘phone you when your refund is ready. 

You can come down anytime to pick it up.

Please note that on especially busy weekends the refund might not be ready for a few days.

Refundable containers are any ready-to-drink beverage container sold in the Yukon, excepting dairy and dairy substitutes such as soy and rice milk. 

Dairy and dairy substitute containers are still recyclable, they just are not part of the deposit refund system.

They can be dropped off in the appropriate 24 hour accessible recycling bins located in the Raven Recycling parking lot.

For a full list of what is refundable, and the amount of refund, check out www.ravenrecycling.org and follow the “What Can I Get Money For” link.

Raven also has sorting counters at its cash depot.

For those who want their refund right away Raven asks that they sort “like with like”.

This means putting aluminium cans with aluminium cans, small plastic bottles with small plastic bottles (don’t forget to take off the lids) and so on. 

This sorting permits the cashier to quickly count a persons refundables and issue the refund.

A guide on how to sort refundable items is available on-line at the Raven website.

Recyclers are also encouraged to sort refundables at home.

Things that make service at Raven quicker is to place cans and bottles in their original containers. 

If a person has a lot of aluminium cans, count them into garbage bags. Write the amount on the bag. A typical garbage bag can hold one hundred cans quite nicely.

When sorting plastic non-liquor pop bottles or juice cartons at home, remember to sort by size. A litre or less for non-liquor is considered small, anything over a litre is considered large.

The dividing line for size regarding liquor containers is half a litre. 

For plastic bottles, please separate them by colour as well. Clear bottles in one bag or box, green or blue tinted bottles in another.

Glass containers should be placed in boxes separate from plastic ones. 

There will always be some sort of odd container that won’t fit in the above categories.

Keep those separate, and the cashier will be able to place them in the appropriate recycling container.

Examples include juice that comes in containers that look identical to milk jugs, or bottles that are solid coloured and not see-through or tinted like most pop bottles.

It is important to recycle all these items as it keeps them out of Yukon landfills.

On a personal level, it means money in the recyclers’ pocket. 

This summer, it can also mean points in the Recycling Club for Children.

For every penny of refund issued, one point can be earned. When enough points have be earned they can then be redeemed for wonderful prizes. 

This contest is an initiative of the Yukon Territorial Government and every recycling centre across the Territory participates.

A full list of the rules and prizes, not to mention an entry form, is available in the booklet entitled “The Recycling Club – Your 2005 Prize Guide”. 

It is available at any recycling centre across the Yukon.

Lewis Rifkind is an employee of the Raven Recycling Society. 

