REUSE SHELF ISN’T WEIRD SHELF

The Raven Recycling Society has a small area called the Reuse Shelf. 

It is intended for items no longer required or needed by one individual, but could still conceivably be used by someone else.

Think of the smaller items that could be found at any decent garage sale. Examples are books, dishes, and kids toys. 

Notice how small these items. They will all fit comfortably in a small area, such as on the Raven Reuse Shelf.

Remember that Raven will only take items that will fit on a shelf, not items that require a flat-bed eighteen wheeler truck to be moved.  

It cannot be emphasised that Raven will only accept small items for the reuse shelf.

For example, the Reuse Shelf does not accept the 8 mattresses and a lesser number of box-frames that were dropped off last Monday. 

To add insult to injury, they were dumped off after hours. 

They were placed outside next to the plastic milk jug recycling bins.

Raven is a recycling centre, not a landfill nor a used mattress warehouse. 

Raven had to transfer the mattresses to the landfill, and pay not only the costs of the truck and driver to get them their but also the tipping fee. 

Other no-no’s that have been dropped off recently include broken wheel-chairs and decaying baby prams. 

If they were unsafe for the original owner, they are not going to be any safer as a hand-me-down to someone else.

The Raven Recycling Society has to pay a lot to dispose of all the items illegally dumped at the centre. 

The Society gets charged the same tipping fees as everyone else at the landfill. 

As regular users of the landfill will know, the cost of throwing waste away keeps going up. 

These costs, incurred every time Raven takes waste to the landfill, means Raven has to reduce its budget in other areas.

Concerned that Raven seems to be cutting back on the number of programs and services it offers? 

Well, that’s due to budget reductions in the recycling budget to cover the increases in the waste disposal budget. 

Should this illegal dumping continue, Raven will have to take measures to ensure this ends.

This could include installing security cameras to catch on video those individuals who are responsible for these nefarious dumping crimes. 

Another option is to fence off the public drop-off area in front of Raven. Currently, this area is accessible 24 hours. It is also the area where the illegal dumping is occurring.

By erecting a security fence around it Yukoners would only be able to access recycling opportunities when Raven staff were at work.

Raven would prefer that recycling drop-off was available all the time, but the Society simply cannot afford to deal with all the waste that is being dropped off as well. 

So please, don’t drop off waste at Raven. 

If items are being dropped off for the Reuse Shell, please ensure they are reusable. Also, only bring small items. 

Raven also encourages reusable items to be taken to more conventional reuse places, such as the Salvation Army or the numerous second-hand stores around town.

If in doubt as to what they will accept, please contact them directly.

Large items, should the owner want to get it off their property, must be taken to the landfill.

Please contact the Raven Recycling Society at 667-7269 to discuss what is acceptable for the Reuse Shelf.

As to the individual who dropped all those mattresses off at the Centre, you owe us sixty bucks. Pay up. 

And from you, we won’t take cheques or credit cards. 

Lewis Rifkind is an employee of the Raven Recycling Society.

